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As new IMB missionaries to Osaka, 
Japan, Justin and Michaela Knippers 
found their point of connection through 
virtual reality games. Unlike most video 
games, the whole point of VRChat is to 
connect and talk to people. Michaela 
said most players in the game are 
lonely and looking for a solution to 
their problems. For some, escaping into 
virtual worlds becomes the norm. This 
severe social withdrawal, anxiety, and 
reclusiveness is so common in Japan 
there’s even a word for it—hikikomori. 
“Virtual reality evangelism isn’t really 
any different from regular evangelism,” 
Justin said, explaining how it works. 
“You find a common point, build a 
relationship, and draw the conversation 
to the gospel.” The couple team up 
to be a steadfast missionary presence 
through digital innovations. They 
recognize their unique interests and 
skills in the gaming world mean they 
might be the only ones sharing the 
gospel with those in the virtual world 
where they serve.

PRAY God would help the Knippers 
learn Japanese so they can transition 
relationships from online to the real 
world.

Justin & Michaela 
Knippers

CHURCH HAPPENINGSPRAYER EMPHASIS + UPDATES MISSION FOCUS

Asian Pacific Rim Peoples

Today
Worship Gathering | 9a & 11a
Sunday School | 10a
Grief Share, Adult Bible Study (Room 
B-205) | 5:30p

Wednesday  
Kids Choirs, Handbell Practice | 5p
Supper | 5:30p
FBCKids, Driven Christmas Party, 
Men's Bible Study, Soul Sisters, 
Women of Purpose, Prayer Meeting 
| 6:30p

Thursday
Jail Ministry | 6:30p
Thrive Young Adult Christmas | 7p

WEEKLY SCHEDULE

SANCTUARY FLOWERS
Flowers are placed in the church today by 
Jimmy & Bobbie Burnette in celebration of 
their 67th wedding anniversary.

ATTENDANCE 
November 26
Staff Contacts: 191
Worship Attendance: 362
Sunday School: 291

December 3
Staff Contacts: 89
Worship Attendance: 391
Sunday School: 290

CHRISTIAN SYMPATHY 
Chris & Sandy Long & family in the loss of 
her father, Doug Sanders.

Valerie Hill & family in the loss of her 
granddaughter, Kylie Womack.

Kevin & Deidra Fitzpatrick & family in the loss 
of her uncle.

Joe & Bridget Thompson & family in the loss 
of her sister-in-law, Lynn Segars.

Minister on Call Dec. 15-17:  Greg Burrell  |  770-584-3297

HOLIDAY SCHEDULE 
Church Office Closed:   
December 25-27

No Evening Activities:
Wednesday, Dec December 20 + 27
Sunday, December 24



GUESTS

MAIN POINT 1 MAIN POINT 2 MAIN POINT 3

KEY VERSE(S):

LESSONS LEARNED: QUESTIONS:

SERMON TITLE:                                                      

SERMON NOTES

Malachi 2:17-3:4
17You have wearied the Lord with your words. But you say, “How 

have we wearied him?” By saying, “Everyone who does evil is good 
in the sight of the Lord, and he delights in them.” Or by asking, 

“Where is the God of justice?”

3 1“Behold, I send my messenger, and he will prepare the way before 
me. And the Lord whom you seek will suddenly come to his temple; 

and the messenger of the covenant in whom you delight, behold, 
he is coming, says the Lord of hosts. 2But who can endure the day 

of his coming, and who can stand when he appears? For he is like a 
refiner's fire and like fullers' soap. 3He will sit as a refiner and purifier 
of silver, and he will purify the sons of Levi and refine them like gold 
and silver, and they will bring offerings in righteousness to the Lord. 

4Then the offering of Judah and Jerusalem will be pleasing to the 
Lord as in the days of old and as in former years.


