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by visiting us online or following 
FBC Barnesville on social media:

www.fbcbarnesville.com
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Russ Jenkins | Assoc. Pastor of  Ed/Adm.
Jason Teal | Student/Young Adult Pastor
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Melinda Merritt | Financial Director
Cara Grobbelaar | Administrative Assistant
Mary Sanders | Pastor’s Secretary 

Email: cara@fbcbarnesville.com
Church # (770) 358-2353
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The Witness (USPS 689-040) is published monthly by First Baptist Church, 200  
Zebulon Street, Barnesville, GA.  Second Class postage is paid at Barnesville, 
Georgia, 30204.  Postmaster send change of address to The Witness, 200 
Zebulon Street, Barnesville, GA  30204.
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ePray for our Missionary! We Get to Do This!

Amelia
IMB Missionary



You’ve probably heard it said a million times already: we live in unprecedented 
times. It would have been nice to have received a handbook called How to 
Deal with the COVID-19 Crisis on January 1, 2020. I am sure none of us had a 
clue what was coming our way. Take courage in the fact that what may have 
surprised us, did not surprise God.

Many of us have experienced events and shifts in culture we never dreamed 
we’d see. All this uncertainty and isolation can cause a crippling anxiety and 
fear in the minds of many people, especially now in our community when the 
virus has hit home for so many of us. If I can encourage you in any way, please 
know that you’re not alone. Reach out to a friend and share your thoughts, 
chances are they will also have similar feelings. I also want to encourage you 
to open your Bible and read. The scriptures are filled with encouragement and 
peace. Read passages like: Joshua 1:9, Proverbs 30:5, 1 Thessalonians 5:11, 
Hebrews 6:18, and Romans 15:4-5. Read and reflect on what the Lord has 
given us in His holy Word. Spend time praying these passages over yourself, 
your family, and community. 

When Esther became the queen of Persia she did not know in that moment 
how God would use her. It wasn’t until later when her uncle Mordecai found 
out Haman’s plot to kill the Jews, the purpose that God had put her in the 
position of queen. Mordecai said to her, “For if you keep silent at this time, 
relief and deliverance will rise for the Jews from another place, but you and 
your father's house will perish. And who knows whether you have not come 
to the kingdom for such a time as this?” (Esther 4:14 ESV). Church, don’t 
keep silent. You are here for such a time as this. The Commission has NOT 
been canceled. What Christ did on the cross, has NOT been canceled. I 
encourage you to share this hope with those around you. 

Since March, so many of the things we have planned as individuals and as a 
church have either been postponed, changed, or canceled all together. As a 
church, we have gone through that. Every time we face another postponement 
our “hope meter” for getting out of this crisis goes down a little more. Your 
church staff understands that such a predicament cannot go on forever. But 
again, if I can encourage you in any way, know this: the Commission hasn’t 
been canceled. As a church, our in-person gatherings may be on hold for a 
time, but our purpose as a church has not been postponed. Continue to reach 
out to your neighbors. Share the Gospel with them and be creative in your 
ways of doing that! Be the much needed light that this world needs. You are 
here, for such a time as this. 

Continue to next page

From the Shepherd’s Heart
As of right now, we are planning to go back to Phase 3 style worship gatherings on Sunday, August 16, 
which will consist of classic services (sanctuary & gym) at 9:00a and contemporary services (sanctuary & 
gym) at 11:00a. 

The following steps will be in place to help us make it a safe environment for you and your family:
	 • Reservations will be needed to adequately prepare a space for you. 
	 • A “masked section” separated from the unmasked section will be available in all services.
	 • Masks are not required, but highly recommended.   
	 • We will be taking temperatures when you walk into the door. If you register a fever you will 
	    be asked to go home and contact your doctor. 

Please remember that the COVID-19 crisis can and will change on a week to week basis. Please stay 
in contact with us on social media and our website for any updates and changes. We will let you know 
immediately through our online formats and our all-call system if anything changes. 

Hoping that August will be a turn-around month! Hang in there and I look forward to seeing you again 
as soon as possible! If you need us, please don’t hesitate to call!

I Love You, Garth

Pastor Garth Forster

Hello FBC Parents!
I wanted to reach out to you all and 
tell you that we love you!! My focus 
as the Children’s Minister is usually 
on our kiddos. Today I want to tell 
you all that “you rock”!!  I know 
times are hectic and so uncertain 
right now. Just know that I am right 
there with you on Sunday mornings 
and all through the week.  God 
gave us all such an important role 
in raising his children and there are 
times as a parent that things are 
overwhelming.  However, there are 
more rewarding times as parents 
that we get to love our sweet babies 
and teach them how to become 
disciples of Christ.  Just know you 
all are doing a GREAT job! You are 
loved and greatly appreciated! 

Take care and much love! Jen

FBC Kids Driven
Students Thrive

Young Adults
Hey Driven Students! We love 
and miss you! Stay in touch with 
us by following us on Facebook 
and Instagram:

@drivenfbc
Rising 6th graders: Send us a 
quick text to be added to our 
REMIND group. Info is in the 
graphic below.

Thrive has a new 
brand, new website, 
and a new merch 
store!

CHECK IT OUT AT 

www.thrive121.com
@thrive121

So that by two 
unchangeable 
things, in which 
it is impossible 
for God to 
lie, we who 
have fled for 
refuge might 
have strong 
encouragement 
to hold fast 
to the hope 
set before us. 
We have this 
as a sure and 
steadfast anchor 
of the soul...

Hebrews 6:18-19b


